
How to Contact Us 

Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish Church 

12365 Sturgis Road, Piedmont, SD 57769 

Telephone: (605) 787-5168 

Fax: (605) 787-4106 

Website: www.olbh.org 

Email: olbh@olbh.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 


December S & 6, ZOOIj Second Sunday of Advent 

Sparks From Fr. Mark 

Last week, as we began a new liturgical year with the season of Advent, I 
preached about how we pray as a community of faith; Come, Maranatha — 
Come Lord Jesus. Advent is the season in which we wait, longing for the 
coming of the Christ child into our midst again. This coming of Christ calls 
us to be adjustable in our faith, and be open to the ongoing movement of the 
spirit of Emmanuel, who comes to save us and lead us to new life. 


Our Staff 

Pastor: Fr. Mark McCormick 
(mark.mccormick@olbh.org) 

Deacons: Walt Wilson and John Osnes 

Coordinator of Gatherings of Grace: 

Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry: Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Liturgy: Lorraine 
Rieth-Ptacek (lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org) 
Office Manager: Betsy Van Asma 
(betsy.vanasma@olbh.org) 

Bookkeeper: Lorinda Collings 
(lorinda.collings@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Maintenance: 

Jim Wranek (jim.wranek@olbh.org) 

Liturgy and Prayer 

Sunday Liturgy: Saturday, 5:00 pm; 
Sunday, 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
Daily Liturgy: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 8:00 am 
Morning Prayer: Following Daily Liturgy 
Eucharistic Adoration 
and Reconciliation: 

Wednesday, 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday, 3:30 to 4:30 pm 

Taize Prayer: First Sunday, 7:30 pm 

Gatherings of Grace 

Our parish has an intergenerational model 
of faith formation called Gatherings of 
Grace. All generations meet together the 
second Wednesday of each month, 
September through May. 

Bulletin Announcements 

Please email to bulletin@olbh.org by 
Tuesday noon for the following Sunday 
bulletin. 


Being people who are adjustable and adaptable in our faith, we are called to 
read the signs of the times. A favorite phrase, said by Pope John the XXIII, 
who called forth the Second Vatican Council, “to breathe new life into the 
Church”. 

This past fall I had several elementary parents approach me about the 
possibility of doing something more for our elementary children and their 
families much like we do with the Edge for their middle school youth and 
Life Teen for our high school youth. These parents expressed that their 
children need more catechesis and time to be together and learn with other 
children their age. 

I brought the needs of these parents and their children to Teresa Thompson 
our Coordinator of Gatherings of Grace and the Life Teen and Edge program. 
I also spoke with our Gatherings of Grace Core Team, the Pastoral and 
Finance Councils about the possibility of adding some elementary faith 
formation programs for our young children, their parents and families. We 
will keep the model of whole community catechesis and lifelong learning as 
the basic model of faith formation in our parish community; however, we will 
supplement elementary learning like we are doing with the Edge and Life 
Teen program. 

We will continue to up holding “Gatherings of Grace” as a way to say that 
we all must be lifelong learners of our faith. We never stop learning about 
Jesus and the richness and fullness our Catholic identity as One Holy 
Catholic Apostolic Church. 

In consulting with the different committees mentioned above, I decided to 
hire Jenny Scherr, who will be forming a core team of elementary parents to 
begin work on developing a program for our young children, parents and 
their families. She will also be working on the Gatherings of Grace Core 
team to help to meet these needs. 

This coming week all our parents with elementary children will receive a 
letter with some more information as we move forward in this direction, 
while at the same keeping Gatherings of Grace in the forefront. 

For more information please give Jenny a call 593-2361 or e-mail her at 
jenny.scherr@olbh.org or myself at 787-5168 or mark.mccormick@olbh.org 
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Growing and Celebrating through, the Teachings of Jesus Christ 






This Week at Our Lady of the Black Hills 


Monday, December 7 

Memorial of St Ambrose, bishop & doctor 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalms 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 
Luke 5:17-26 (white) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For 
Jim & Joe McCormick’s Birthdays) 
4:30 pm: Lumko Group 


Reflection Questions for Next Sunday 

John baptized with water, but the Messiah will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

Children: Why is it so important to keep promises which you have 
made? 


Tuesday, December 8 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Virgin Mary - Holy Day of Obligation 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalms 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 (white) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For 
the repose of Darvin Weiger) 

10:30 am: Staff Holy Hour 
12:00 Sewing Club Luncheon 
7:00 pm: Immaculate Conception 

Liturgy - (Intention: For us all to have a 
greater devotion to Mary - Mother of God 

Wednesday, December 9 

Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalms 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10; 
Matthew 11:28-30 (violet) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: 

Healing for those who have been affected 
by sexual abuse. 

8:30 am - 6:30 pm Adoration 
9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 
6:00 pm: Gatherings of Grace - Feast of 
the Holy Family 

7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance 
Service at Cathedral 

Thursday, December 10 

Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalms 145:1, 9, 10-11, 12-13; 
Matthew 11:11-15 (violet) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For 
Chuck Trimble & Terri Thurston) 

10:00 am: Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance 
Service at Our Lady of the Black Hills 

Friday, December 11 

Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; Matthew 
11:16-19 (violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

Saturday Morning, December 12 

Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
Matthew 17:10-13 (violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry - Care & 
Share Food Drive 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 


Congratulations on the £>aptism of: 



V mma Marie T uschen & 
Max Thomas fTzgerald 

on December C 


Youth: What do you remember from stories about your Baptism? 
What does your Baptism mean to you now? 

Adults: How can you live the promise of your Baptism each day? 


Saturday Evening, December 12 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 (violet) 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the Repose of Chuck 
Holsworth) 


Sunday, December 13 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 (violet) 

9:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Our OLBH Community) 
10:00 am: Coffee Hour - Hosted by Marlys Sears and Family 
4:00 pm: Edge & Life Teen 

6:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the success of the Diocesan 
Spirituality Initiative) 

7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance Service at St. Francis of Assisi 


Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: 

Pat Geary, Loretta Grassel, Don 
Jensen, Sharon Long, George Senn, 
& Logan Vice 

Repose: 

Glenn Ferley, Don Hickerson, Maria 
Sepulveda & Enola Sorlie 


Collection Report 

November 28 th & 29 th 


Loose.$ 1909.05 

Envelopes.3043.00 

Adopt a Seminarian.50.00 

Student.68.18 

Outdoor Stations.154.00 

New Sign. 1005.00 

Fall Festival.2343.50 


P.V.Thanksgiving Service... 211.00 

Thanksgiving Day Mass.217.06 

Christmas.45.00 

Total.$ 9045.79 


Mass Ministry Schedule 


Dec. 12 & 13 

5:00 pm | 9:00 am | 6:00 pm 

Bread Baker 

Becky Wentz 

Altar Servers 

Elijah Ehresmann* 
Hannah Ehresmann 
Jerrod Deaver 

Christopher Van Asma* 
Matthew Van Asma 
Andrew Corbine 

Kevin Chamberlain* 
Aric Dyczek 

Taylor Thies 

Precious Body - 

Precious Blood 

Joe Deaver 

Bethany Ehresmann 
Jan Schurman 

Jerry Silbernagel 

Jim Scherr 

Barb Erickson 

Gary Erickson 

Larry Williamson 
Brenda Jacobs 
Sharon Long 

Curt Lauinger 

Phillip Thompson 
Kevin Rohrbach 
Bernadette Usera 
John Usera 

Lectors 

Tony Berendse 

Jerry Meyer 

Pat Suiter 

Mary Coffin 

Nikki Dyczek 

Tamara Dyczek 

Sacristans 

Patty Cresalia 

Charlie Cresalia 

Kathy Van Asma 

Ken Van Asma 

Cathy Wang 

John Wang 

Ushers 

Bob Wentz 

Pam Wentz 

Tom Van Asma 

Betsy Van Asma 

Robert Dyczek 

Don Everson 

Choir 

OLBH Choir 

Regina’s Minstrels 

The Covenant Band 













OLBH Parish News 

Corner Stone Rescue Mission 

15 youth and 5 adults from the Life Teen & Edge 
program will be going to Corner Stone Rescue Mission 
on Tuesday, December 29 th to serve a meal. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. Even though only 20 people will be able to 
attend, there are still ways the parish can help on this 
mission. 

• Pray for the success of the mission 

• Make a fleece blanket. (Instructions are in the 
Gathering area on the counter.) Hancock Fabrics in 
Rapid City has been generous to us in our mission 
and will give anyone who brings in their OLBH 
church bulletin a discount, until December 29 th . 
$3.99 for solids and 50% for prints. Please see 
the managers, Peggy, Lee Ann or Cathy. 

• Donate new socks for men and/or gently used winter 
coats, hats and mittens. 

December 27 th the parish will be showing a movie on 
Blessed Mother Teresa starting at 3:00 pm and we invite 
everyone to attend and you could even bring some fleece 
and make a blanket during the movie. Brink a movie 
snack to share! 

Projector for Sale 

Mitsubishi XL1U projector for sale. It needs a new bulb. 
The proceeds from the sale will go to the purchase of a 
new projector for the parish. For more information or to 
make an offer, contact Betsy in the parish office at 787- 
5168. 


For the Ride Home 

By Ted Beryls 

Scripture 

❖ put on the splendor of glory from God forever 
(Baruch 5:1) 

❖ Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with rejoicing. (Psalm 126:2) 

❖ And this is my prayer: that your love may increase 
ever more and more ... (Philippians 1:9) 

❖ The winding roads shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God." (Luke 3:5) 

Reflection 

❖ Why is Christ born into the world? 

❖ What does this mean to you? 

❖ What are you called by Christ to do in your short 
time on earth? 

❖ What are you doing about it? 

If someone were to ask me: why do we pray, why do we 
fast, why do we perform our devotions and good works, 
why are we baptized, why did God, the All-Highest, take 
on our flesh? Then I would reply: in order that God may 
be born in the soul and the soul be born in God. That is 
why the whole of Scripture was written and why God 
created the whole world and all the orders of angels: so 
that God could be born in the soul and the soul in God. 
(Meister Eckhart, Selected Writings, Oliver Davis, 
Penguin Classics, 1994, p 113) 


Thanks a Million.... 

OLBH has much to be thankful for! Recently at the Fall 
Festival several families got together to share in good 
times! We were blessed with a bountiful meal, 
companionship from our parish family, and funds to 
attend to the needs of the parish for the coming year! The 
Fall Festival was a huge success thanks to all of the 
willing individuals who shared their time and talents! It 
could not happen without each of you! This year we 
estimated that we fed about 250 people (up 20 from last 
year) and we collected a total of $3,340.00. 

National Religious Retirement Fund 

Retirement Fund helps senior religious. “As expenses 
continue to increase and economic difficulties tighten our 
income, we appreciate more and more the help of the 
Retirement Fund,” notes a woman religious. Your tax- 
deductible donation supports the care of elderly and frail 
religious and helps to provide such basic necessities as 
prescription drugs and medical services. Please give 
generously to next week’s second collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious, www.retiredreligious.org. 

Gatherings of Grace 

Be a Holy Family - Come to Gatherings of Grace this 
Wednesday, December 9 th at 6:30 for dinner & 
generational learning. Reminder to get out our Advent 
Calendars and Jesse Tree projects from last Gatherings of 
Grace and be working on them through Advent. 


Caroling at the Jail 

Hope for New Life Jail Ministry would like to invite anyone 
who likes to sing Christmas Carols or plays the guitar, to 
join us on Dec. 20 at 3:00 pm at Pennington County Jail. 
We will go into the jail, sing Christmas Carols and hand 
out cookie/candy bags to all the inmates. Please 
prayerfully consider sharing some Christmas joy and hope 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ that will be 
incarcerated for the holidays. Must be 18 to attend and 
fill out a short background check. For more information 
and /or to receive the background sheet please contact 
Cathie Harris at 431-8370 by Dec. 11th 

Praying Advent This Year - Online Ministry 

Praying Advent This Year prepares Catholics for the 
celebration of the full meaning of Christmas. A ministry of 
the Collaborative Ministry Office at Creighton University, 
Praying Advent This Year can be found on the home page 
of the diocesan Web site at www.rapidcitydiocese.org. 
Resources include preparing for Advent, daily prayers and 
reflections, readings, and celebrating Christmas. 


W e cannot be filled unless we are 
first emptied to malce room for 
wbat Is to come. -Thomas Merton 






Diocesan News 

Adult Catechism Class at ICC 

Father Hathaway will begin a series of installments on the life of 
Our Lady from the book St. Mary the Virgin by Rene-Marie DeLa 
Broise. This book was highly recommended by St. Kolbe and 
addresses the history, mind and role of Mary in the Incarnation 
and Redemption. The first class will be (11/25) and will run 
for about 20 weeks, every Wed. evening from 7-8 pm. 


Heal Your Grief 

Bereavement Support Group is an eight-week 
non-denominational group open to all Christian 
adults who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
The support group begins at 7:00 pm, Monday, 
January 25, 2010, at Blessed Sacrament Church, 
4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City. Please come 
early to register! For information or to pre¬ 
register, call Janece Rieman, 605-343-5547 or Jill 
at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 


Christian Family Planning Seminar 

CFP will be offered by the Natural Family Planning Ministry on 

Saturday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 am - Noon at St. Joseph’s 
in Spearflsh. This seminar is a requirement for engaged 
couples getting married in the Diocese of Rapid City. 

Married couples, or anyone who wants to learn more about 
Natural Family Planning, are encouraged to attend. To register 
for the seminar or for more information, call Jill or Kathy at 
Family Life Ministries at 605-343-3541. 

Marriage Matters 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help will hold a one day 
workshop on developing communication skills for a strong and 
loving Christian marriage presented by Catholic Social Services, 
on Wednesday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 - 4:00. Whether you’re 
newlywed or long-married, the workshop will focus on 
developing communication and conflict resolution skills that can 
make all the difference between a difficult marriage and a loving 
partnership. Lunch provided. $50.00 per couple Non- 
denominational. Preregistration required by December 31. Call 
605-348-6086, 800-727-2401 or css@rapidnet.com 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST DAY MASS 

La Celebraci on de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe Mass 
begins at noon on Saturday, December 12, at Blessed 
Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson Boulevard, Rapid City. All 
are invited to attend the bilingual Mass, which will be celebrated 
by Bishop Blase Cupich. A potluck meal in the parish hall will 
follow. Those who are not regular Spanish Mass attendees are 
asked to bring a dessert to the potluck. 

Hills Area Teens Encounter Christ Retreat 

January 16-18 , 2010 , Terra Sancta (aka St. Martins 
Monastery), Rapid City. Experience the Catholic faith through a 
fun, intergenerational retreat experience based on the Paschal 
Mystery. For ages 17-22. Space is limited. Cost: $50. 
Scholarships available. Retreat begins at 10am on Saturday and 
ends at 5pm on Monday. Applications for candidates and team 
are at: www.rapidcitydiocese.org in the youth section. Space is 
limited, apply early. Contact: Alan Adel 343-1439. 

Encountering Life Alone 

Beginning Experience® Separated & Divorced Support Group. 

Are you recently separated or divorced? Are you struggling with 
the pain and loneliness? Healing can begin with the next the 
nine-week session of the separated and divorced support group. 
The next session starts at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 21, 
2010 at St. Therese the Little Flower Church in Rapid City. The 
support group is non-denominational and open to all Christian 
men and women who are hurting due to separation or divorce. 
Pre-registration is requested! Registration fee is $25.00. Need- 
based scholarships are available. To pre-register or for more 
information, call Jill at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 


Traveling Retreat Team Available for All 
Parish Youth 

The REACH Team, a group of vibrant, faith-filled 
Catholic young adults will be visiting the diocese 
Jan. 27th- Feb. 7 th , 2010. Book this team to 
present and teach your CCD classes, speak at 
Generations of Faith events, Youth Groups, Life 
Nights/Edge Nights, lead Confirmation Retreats, 
retreats for elementary students, middle school, 
high school, young adults, etc. Call Provatia 
Potvin 343-3541 for cost and booking information 
or go to: www.reachym.org. 


From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission 

“The medieval theologian William of Saint Thierry 
once said that God - from the time of Adam - saw 
that his grandeur provoked resistance in man, 
that we felt limited in our own being and 
threatened in our freedom. Therefore God chose a 
new way. He became a child. He made himself 
dependent and weak, in need of our love. Now - 
this God who has become a child says to us - you 
can no longer fear me, you can only love me.” 

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at Midnight Mass, 
December 25, 2008. http://www.vatican.va 

Please pray for all unborn babies in danger of 
abortion. A sample prayer entitled Spiritual 
Adoption Prayer is as follows: “Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, with love for you I ask your intercession 
to protect the life of unborn children. May they all 
come to birth healthy and be a source of joy to 
their parents. For those in danger because of 
abortion, I adopt them as my own and pray for 
them and their mothers.” 


Did You Know? 

Keeping the Promise to Protect 

The Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People is a comprehensive set of procedures 
established by the U.S. Conference of Bishops in 
2002 to address allegations of sexual abuse of 
minors by Catholic clergy. The Charter includes 
guidelines for dioceses to follow in these matters: 
making effective responses to allegations of abuse, 
offering healing to victims, and creating a safe 
environment for children and young people who 
participate in church activities. For more 
information about the Charter, go to 
www.usccb.org/ocyp / charter, shtml. Information 
about the diocesan Safe Environment program is 
posted on the diocesan Web site at 
www. rapidcitydiocese. org. 





